
KENT COUNTY COUNCIL

MINUTES of a meeting of the Kent County Council held in the Council Chamber - 
Sessions House on Thursday, 21 March 2019.

PRESENT:
Mr M J Angell (Chairman)

Mrs A D Allen, MBE (Vice-Chairman)

Mr M A C Balfour, Mr P V Barrington-King, Mr P Bartlett, Mrs C Bell, 
Mrs P M Beresford, Mrs R Binks, Mr R H Bird, Mr T Bond, Mr A Booth, 
Mr A H T Bowles, Mr D L Brazier, Miss S J Carey, Mr P B Carter, CBE, 
Mrs S Chandler, Mr N J D Chard, Mr I S Chittenden, Mrs P T Cole, Mr N J Collor, 
Ms K Constantine, Mr A Cook, Mr G Cooke, Mr P C Cooper, Mrs M E Crabtree, 
Mr D S Daley, Mr M C Dance, Miss E Dawson, Mrs T Dean, MBE, Mr D Farrell, 
Mrs L Game, Mr G K Gibbens, Mr R W Gough, Ms S Hamilton, Mr P M Harman, 
Mr P M Hill, OBE, Mr A R Hills, Mrs S V Hohler, Mr S Holden, Mr P J Homewood, 
Mr A J Hook, Mr M J Horwood, Mr E E C Hotson, Mrs L Hurst, Mr S J G Koowaree, 
Mr B H Lewis, Ida Linfield, Mr R L H Long, TD, Mr R C Love, OBE, Mr G Lymer, 
Mr S C Manion, Mr R A Marsh, Ms D Marsh, Mr J P McInroy, Mr P J Messenger, 
Mr D D Monk, Mr M J Northey, Mr P J Oakford, Mr R A Pascoe, Mr M D Payne, 
Mrs S Prendergast, Mr K Pugh, Miss C Rankin, Mr H Rayner, Mr A M Ridgers, 
Mr C Simkins, Mrs P A V Stockell, Dr L Sullivan, Mr B J Sweetland, Mr I Thomas, 
Mr R J Thomas, Mr M Whiting and Mr M E Whybrow

IN ATTENDANCE: Mrs A Beer (Corporate Director of People and Communications), 
Mr D Cockburn (Corporate Director Strategic & Corporate Services), Mrs B Cooper 
(Corporate Director of Growth, Environment and Transport), Dr A Duggal (Deputy 
Director of Public Health), Mr M Dunkley CBE (Corporate Director for Children Young 
People and Education), Mr D Shipton (Head of Finance (Policy, Planning and 
Strategy)), Ms P Southern (Corporate Director, Adult Social Care and Health) and 
Mr B Watts (General Counsel)

UNRESTRICTED ITEMS

121. Apologies for Absence 

The General Counsel reported apologies from Mr Butler, Mr Kite, Mr Lake, Mr 
Murphy and Mr Wright.

122. Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests or Other Significant 
Interests in items on the agenda 

(1) Mr Lewis declared an interest as his wife was employed by the County 
Council.

(2)  Dr Sullivan declared an interest, as her husband was employed by the County 
Council in the Early Help and Prevention Team.
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123. Minutes of the meeting held on 14 February 2019 and, if in order, to be 
approved as a correct record 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 14 February 2019 be approved 
as a correct record and signed by the Chairman, subject to:

Minute no 120 - Capital Programme 2019-22, Revenue Budget 2019-20 and 
Revenue Medium Term Financial Plan 2019-22 - Growth, Environment and Transport 
Directorate, being amended by the addition of the following to the beginning of 
paragraph (13) (page 12) –

“The Leader in response to a request for clarification from Mrs Dean regarding 
the budget line “Highways Maintenance, Reviewing the level of spend on verges, 
as well as lit signs and bollards, maintenance” (Appendix A (ii) of the draft 
Budget Book page 63), gave an assurance on behalf of the Cabinet Member for 
Planning, Highways, Transport & Waste that the totality of that budget for 
highways maintenance would be used intelligently to keep the roads as safe as 
possible)”

124. Chairman's Announcements 

(a) Mr Peter Hart

127.  The Chairman stated that it was with regret that he had to inform Members of 
the death of Mr Peter Hart, former Conservative Member for Gravesham Number 3 
Division from 1977 to 1981. Mr Hart’s service of thanksgiving had taken place on 
Friday 15th March 2019.

128.  Ms Marsh and Dr Sullivan paid tribute to Mr Hart.

(b)  Mr John Frisby

129.  The Chairman stated that it was with regret that he had to inform Members of 
the death of Mr John Frisby, former Liberal Democrat Member for Maidstone Central 
Division from 1989 to 2005. Mr Frisby’s service of thanksgiving would take place on 
Friday 22nd March 2019.

130. Mrs Dean and Mr Daley paid tribute to Mr Frisby.

131.  Following all of the tributes, all Members stood in silence in memory of Mr 
Hart, Mr Frisby and the victims of the recent terror attacks in Christchurch, New 
Zealand.

132.  After the one-minute silence the Chairman moved, the Vice-Chairman 
seconded, and it was resolved unanimously that:

“This Council records the sense of loss it feels on the sad passing of Mr Hart and 
Mr Frisby and extends to their family and friends our heartfelt sympathy to them 
in their sad bereavements.”
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(c)  75th Anniversary of D Day Landings

133.  The Chairman reminded Members that Thursday 6 June 2019 would mark the 
75th anniversary of the D-Day Landings.

134.  To mark this momentous occasion, the Royal British Legion and Arena Travel 
had chartered a ship to enable 300 veterans to sail to Normandy and take part in the 
commemorations. The ship would leave port at Dover on Sunday 2 June 2019 and 
travel to Poole and Portsmouth for ceremonial events before moving on to Le Havre 
and a coach trip to the Operation Overlord beaches, SWORD and GOLD.  

135.  The Chairman stated that he was delighted to announce that one of Kent’s 
veterans, Stanley Elliss, had been successful in securing a place on the chartered 
ship.

(d)  The Kent Foundation

136. The Chairman reminded Members that he was a trustee of The Kent 
Foundation which delivered a range of free business support services to Kent’s 
Young Entrepreneurs and Business Owners. The Foundation prided itself on 
delivering a bespoke service. Kent Foundation Staff met every young person on a 
one to one basis to find out more about them, their business ideas and their vision for 
the future.

137. The Chairman welcomed the Kent Foundation Chairman, Julian Kirkness, and 
Ellie Cachia and Miranda Haston, young entrepreneurs, who had benefited from The 
Kent Foundation services.

138. Mr Kirkness, Ms Cachia and Ms Haston were invited to address the County 
Council and briefly explained the role of the Kent Foundation and the benefit provided 
to young entrepreneurs in Kent.

(e) Platinum Award to KCC from the KM Charity Partnership

139. The Chairman announced that the KM Charity Partnership Awards had been 
held on Thursday 7 March 2019. The awards were a celebration and recognition of 
KM Charity partners supporting the KM Charity Teams including initiatives such as 
Walk to School and Green School Awards.

140. The Chairman drew Members attention to the special recognition Platinum 
Award which Kent County Council had received for having worked with the KM 
Charity for over ten years, which was displayed at the front of the Council Chamber.

125. Questions 

In accordance with Procedure Rule 1.17(4), 9 questions were asked and replies 
given. A record of all questions put and answers given at the meeting are 
available online with the papers for this meeting.

https://democracy.kent.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=113&MId=7895&Ver=4
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126. Report by Leader of the Council (Oral) 

(1) Mr Carter, the Leader of the Council, highlighted the significance of items 7 
and 8 on the County Council agenda (Select Committee: Loneliness & Social 
Isolation and Brexit Preparedness: Kent County Council Update) and stated that his 
report would focus on addressing budgetary matters, asylum issues in Kent, high 
needs funding and business rate retention.

(2)  Mr Carter referred to the full Council Budget debate on 14 February 2019 and 
predicted a modest underspend for the current financial year. A Budget Monitoring 
report would be submitted to Cabinet on 25 March 2019.

(3)  Mr Carter emphasised the importance of addressing substantial recurring 
unmet costs to Kent County Council by The Home Office in relation to young people 
seeking asylum in Kent. He acknowledged Kent County Council’s impeccable track 
record in supporting many extremely vulnerable young people seeking asylum in 
Kent. He expressed his concerns in relation to the misleading statements that had 
been made by cross-party immigration ministers regarding funding to address 
asylum-seeking issues. He stated that he had urged the Home Secretary, Sajid 
Javid, to respond to his recent letter which had comprehensively set out the scale of 
the underfunding in relation to supporting asylum-seeking young people and the 
impact on the national dispersal system.

(4)  Mr Carter referred to the national issue regarding high needs funding and the 
impact that it had on the budget of all mainstream schools as a consequence of the 
changes made by the Children and Families Act 2014. He said that schools had seen 
an 8% reduction in their revenue budgets over recent years and that they were under 
significant pressure due to the ever-increasing demand for high needs funding. Mr 
Carter stated that the significant increase in applications for Education, Health and 
Care Plans across the country had led to greater demands for special school 
placements and raised parental expectations.

(5)  Mr Carter commended a recent report by ISOS for the Local Government 
Association on enabling school improvement. This report provided expansive detail 
on the national impact that the changes to the Children and Families Act 2014 had 
brought, the impact on mainstream schools and budgets and the statistics of the 
significant rise in the demand for high needs funding.  He emphasised the need for 
government to devise an appropriate solution to funding the consequences which 
had arisen from the changes made by the Children and Families Act 2014

(6)  Mr Carter referred to the new Fair Funding Formula and business rate 
retention and confirmed that Mr Shipton (Head of Finance (Policy, Planning and 
Strategy) would provide comprehensive briefings to all groups which would highlight 
future plans in relation to the piloted business rate retention split.

(7)  Mr Bird, the Leader of the Opposition, started by congratulating Kent County 
Council’s Finance officers for the balanced budget for 2019-20 despite cutbacks in 
monies from central government.

(8)  Mr Bird supported Mr Carter’s comments in relation to addressing unmet 
asylum funding issues with The Home Office. He reminded Members of their duty to 
support young people seeking asylum in Kent.
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(9)  Mr Bird expressed his heartfelt sympathy to the families of the victims of the 
five recent attacks on mosques in Birmingham.

(10)  Mr Bird supported the views expressed by Mr Carter in relation to high needs 
funding and said that financing the inclusion of the most challenging special needs 
children in mainstream education was imperative.

(11)  Mr Bird referred to business rate retention and the need to address shrinking 
business rates and expressed his concerns in relation to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer’s Spring Statement 2019 which did not sufficiently address the issue.  He 
welcomed Mr Shipton’s group briefing relating to upcoming business rate retention 
changes and emphasised the importance of fundamental flaws in business rates 
being address by government.

(12)  Mr Bird commended the positive steps that had been undertaken in relation to 
addressing knife crime in Kent and stated that he would support the establishment of 
a short term Select Committee on that subject.

(13)  Mr Farrell, Leader of the Labour Group, expressed his heartfelt sympathy to 
the families of the victims of the recent terrorist attacks in Christchurch and Utrecht 
and reminded Members of their duty to bring communities in Kent together and unite 
as one. 

(14)  Mr Farrell supported the views expressed by Mr Carter and Mr Bird in relation 
to addressing funding issues with The Home Office regarding young people seeking 
asylum in Kent.

(15)  Mr Farrell thanked officers for ensuring that appropriate business continuity 
arrangements were in place in the event of a no-deal Brexit.

(16)  In relation to national schools funding, Mr Farrell referred to the letters that 
had been sent to families by 7,000 headteachers in England detailing the funding 
issues within state schools and the consequences caused by the lack of funding. Mr 
Farrell highlighted the significant increase in special educational needs and disability 
(SEND) pupils in England over the last three years and the repeated calls made to 
government by Head teachers for funding to support the ever-increasing number of 
SEND pupils.  Mr Farrell encouraged Members to continue to lobby government for 
additional funding to support the increase in SEND pupils in Kent.

(17)  Mr Farrell stated that he would support the establishment of a Select 
Committee on knife crime in Kent and welcomed any steps taken by Kent County 
Council to improve the safety and lives of young people across Kent.

(18)  Mr Whybrow, Leader of the Independents Group, commended schools in 
Kent that took part in the recent School Strike 4 Climate in a bid to address the lack 
of government leadership on climate change.  He mentioned the recent 
announcement from Sir James Bevan, Chief Executive of the Environment Agency, 
in relation to a predicted shortage of water within 25 years in England as a result of 
the country’s rising population and climate change.
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(19)  Mr Whybrow expressed his heartfelt sympathy to the families of the victims of 
the recent terrorist attacks and of the recent plane crash in Ethiopia.

(20)  Mr Whybrow referred to the recent Council Tax increase across Kent and the 
impact that the increase would have on families in Kent that were already struggling 
to pay their bills and keep on top of personal debts. He supported the views 
expressed by Mr Carter in relation to fairer funding for local government and the need 
to focus on supporting Kent’s most vulnerable residents.

(21)  In replying to the other Leaders’ comments, Mr Carter referred to the proposal 
to establish a Select Committee which sought to address issues associated with 
knife-crime in Kent and the positive actions that Kent County Council had taken to 
help and support the safety of young people in Kent.

(22)  In relation to High Needs funding, Mr Carter emphasised the importance of 
redressing the balance between special school placements and mainstream 
inclusion. He emphasised the desperate need for government to reflect on the 
changes that were made in the Children and Families Act 2014.

(23)  Mr Carter referred to business rate retention, the commercial rates growth in 
Kent and the need to support Kent’s people-based services.

(24)  In conclusion, Mr Carter emphasised the need for a fairer funding formula for 
local government. He highlighted the concerted campaign by the County Council 
Network and the Local Government Association to ensure that the 2019 Spending 
Review reflected the growth in demands and pressures placed on local government 
services. 
  

127. Select Committee: Loneliness and Social Isolation 

(2) Mr Gibbens moved and Mr Pugh seconded the following motion:

(a) “The Select Committee be thanked for its work and for producing a relevant 
and balanced document.

(b) The witnesses and others who provided evidence and made valuable 
contributions to the Select Committee be thanked.

(c) County Council’s comments on the report be noted and the report endorsed.”

(3)  Following debate the motion was agreed without a formal vote.

(4)  RESOLVED that:

a) the Select Committee be thanked for its work and for producing a relevant 
and balanced document;

b) the witnesses and others who provided evidence and made valuable 
contributions to the Select Committee be thanked; and
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c) County Council’s comments on the report be noted and the report be 
endorsed.

128. Brexit Preparedness - Kent County Council Update 

(1) Mr Carter moved and Mr Hotson seconded the following motion:

“The County Council is asked to:

(a)  note Government’s preferred option of an orderly withdrawal from the EU, 
and support for responsible and prudent local authority preparations for a 
no-deal scenario.

(b)  note Kent County Council’s preparations for a potential no-deal Brexit 
scenario.

(c)  agree Kent County Council’s call for clarity from Government on specific 
preparations and funding for a no-deal Brexit.”

(2)  Following the debate, the motion was agreed without a formal vote.

(3)  RESOLVED that County Council:

(a) notes Government’s preferred option of an orderly withdrawal from the 
EU, and support for responsible and prudent local authority preparations for a 
no-deal scenario;

(b)  notes Kent County Council’s preparations for a potential no-deal Brexit 
scenario; and

(c) agrees Kent County Council’s call for clarity from Government on specific 
preparations and funding for a no-deal Brexit.

129. Treasury Management 6 Month Review 2018/19 

(1) Mr Oakford highlighted an error within paragraph 6 of the report and confirmed 
that the Treasury Management Advisory Group was not a sub-committee of Cabinet, 
it was a cross party Advisory Board to the Cabinet Member and the Director. 

(2)  Mr Oakford moved and Mrs Crabtree seconded the following motion:

“Members are asked to consider and comment on the report. “

(3)    The motion was agreed without a formal vote.

(4)  RESOLVED that the report and comments made by Members be noted.

130. Pay Policy Statement 2019-20 

(1) Mr Hotson moved and Mr Carter seconded the following motion:

“County Council endorses the attached Pay Policy Statement.”
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(2) The motion was agreed without a formal vote.

(3)  RESOLVED that the Pay Policy Statement 2019 – 20 be endorsed.

131. Functions Delegated by the Council to Officers - Amendments and 
Updates 

(1) Mr Hotson moved and Mr Whiting seconded the following motion:

“That County Council approve the revised and updated Schedule of Council 
Functions (Appendix 2 Part 3 of the Constitution) as set out in Appendix A to 
the report.”

(2)  The motion was agreed without a formal vote.

(3)  RESOLVED that the revised and updated Schedule of Council Functions 
(Appendix 2 Part 3 of the Constitution) as set out in Appendix A to the report, be 
endorsed.

132. Motions for Time Limited Debate 

130. Modern Slavery
 
(1) Mr Farrell moved and Dr Sullivan seconded the following motion:

1.1 “Though slavery was abolished in the UK in 1833, there are more slaves today 
than ever before in human history. Figures from the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) suggest that there are more than 40 million people in modern 
slavery across the world, with nearly 25 million held in forced labour. There were 
3805 victims of modern slavery identified in the UK in 2016. A rising number but 
still well below the 10,000 and 13,000 potential victims estimated by the Home 
Office.

1.2 Modern Slavery is happening nationwide. Traffickers and slave masters use 
whatever means they have at their disposal to coerce, deceive and force 
individuals into a life of abuse, servitude and inhumane treatment. This can 
include sexual and criminal exploitation.
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1.3 This Council notes:

(i) That action needs to be taken to raise awareness of modern slavery and the fact 
that it is happening all over the UK.

(ii) That the current support for victims is not sufficient and needs to go beyond the 
45 days they are currently given by the government.

(iii) That councils have an important role to play in ensuring their contracts and 
supplies don’t contribute to modern day slavery and exploitation.

 
1.4  This Council resolves:

(i) To adopt the Co-operative Party’s Charter against Modern Slavery to ensure our 
procurement practices don’t support slavery.

1.5 The Charter:

[Kent County Council] will:

(i) Train its corporate procurement team to understand modern slavery through the 
Chartered Institute of Procurement and Supply’s (CIPS) online course on Ethical 
Procurement and Supply.

(ii) Require its contractors to comply fully with the Modern Slavery Act 2015, 
wherever it applies, with contract termination as a potential sanction for non-
compliance.

(iii) Challenge any abnormally low-cost tenders to ensure they do not rely upon the 
potential contractor practising modern slavery.

(iv)Highlight to its suppliers that contracted workers are free to join a trade union and 
are not to be treated unfairly for belonging to one.

(v) Publicise its whistle-blowing system for staff to blow the whistle on any suspected 
examples of modern slavery.

(vi)Require its tendered contractors to adopt a whistle-blowing policy which enables 
their staff to blow the whistle on any suspected examples of modern slavery.

(vii) Review its contractual spending regularly to identify any potential issues with 
modern slavery.

(viii) Highlight for its suppliers any risks identified concerning modern slavery and 
refer them to the relevant agencies to be addressed.

(ix)Refer for investigation via the National Crime Agency’s national referral 
mechanism any of its contractors identified as a cause for concern regarding 
modern slavery.

(x) Report publicly on the implementation of this policy annually.”
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(2)  Mr Long proposed and Ms Rankin seconded the following amendment:

1.1 “Though slavery was abolished in the UK England in 1772 833, there are more 
people held in conditions of slaverys today than ever before in human history. 
Figures from the International Labour Organisation (ILO) suggest that there are 
more than 40 million people in modern slavery across the world, with nearly 25 
million held in forced labour. There were 3805 victims of modern slavery 
identified in the UK in 2016. A rising number but still well below the 10,000 and 
13,000 potential victims estimated by the Home Office.

1.2 Modern Slavery is happening nationwide. Traffickers and slave masters use 
whatever means they have at their disposal to coerce, deceive and force 
individuals into a life of abuse, servitude and inhumane treatment. This can 
include sexual and criminal exploitation.

(a) This Council believes:

(i) That action needs to be taken to raise awareness of modern slavery and the fact 
that it is happening all over the UK.

(ii) That the current support for victims is not sufficient and needs to go beyond the 
45 days they are currently given by the government.

(iii) That councils have an important role to play in ensuring their contracts and 
supplies don’t contribute to modern day slavery and exploitation.

 
1.4 This Council resolves:

(i) To adopt the Co-Operative Party’s Charter following new Policy against Modern 
Slavery to ensure our procurement commissioning practices don’t support 
slavery.

1.5  The Policy: - Kent County Council will - 

(i) Train its corporate procurement commissioning team to understand modern 
slavery through the Chartered Institute of Procurement and Supply’s (CIPS) 
online course on Ethical Procurement and Supply.

(ii) Require its contractors suppliers in all new tender invitations and future 
contracts to comply fully with the Modern Slavery Act 2015, wherever it 
applies, with contract termination as a potential sanction for non-compliance.

(iii) Challenge any abnormally low-cost tenders to ensure they do not rely upon the 
potential contractor practising modern slavery.

(iv) Highlight to its suppliers in all new tender invitations and future contracts 
that contracted workers are free to join a trade union and are not to be treated 
unfairly for belonging to one.

(v) Publicise its whistle-blowing system for staff to blow the whistle on any 
suspected examples of modern slavery.
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(vi) Require its tendered contractors suppliers in all new tender invitations and 
future contracts to adopt a whistle-blowing policy which enables their staff to 
blow the whistle on any suspected examples of modern slavery.

(vii) Review its contractual spending regularly to identify any potential issues with 
modern slavery.

(viii) Highlight for its suppliers any risks identified concerning modern slavery and 
refer them to the relevant agencies to be addressed. 

(ix) Refer for investigation via the National Crime Agency’s national referral 
mechanism any of its contractors identified as a cause for concern regarding 
modern slavery.

(x) Report publicly on the implementation of this policy annually.”

(3)  Following the debate, the Chairman put the amendment set out in paragraph (2) 
above to the vote and the voting was as follows:

For (49)

Mrs A Allen, Mr M Angell, Mr M Balfour, Mr P Barrington-King, Mr P Bartlett, Mrs C 
Bell, Mrs R Binks, Mr A Bowles, Mr D Brazier, Miss S Carey, Mr P Carter, Ms K 
Constantine, Mr A Cook, Mr P Cooper, Mrs M Crabtree, Mr M Dance, Miss E 
Dawson, Mr D Farrell, Mrs L Game, Mr R Gough, Ms S Hamilton, Mr P Harman, Mr 
M Hill, Mr T Hills, Mrs S Hohler, Mr S Holden, Mr P Homewood, Mr M Horwood, Mrs 
L Hurst, Mr R Long, Mr R Love, Ms D Marsh, Mr J McInroy, Mr P Messenger, Mr D 
Monk, Mr M Northey, Mr P Oakford, Mr M Payne, Mrs S Prendergast, Mr K Pugh, 
Miss C Rankin, Mr A Ridgers, Mr C Simkins, Dr L Sullivan, Mr B Sweetland, Mr I 
Thomas, Mr R Thomas, Mr M Whiting, Mr M Whybrow

Against (7)

Mr R Bird, Mr I Chittenden, Mr D Daley, Mrs T Dean, Mr A Hook, Mr E Hotson, Ida 
Linfield

Abstain (1)

Mr H Rayner
Amendment Carried

(4)  The Chairman put the substantive motion as set out in paragraph (2) above to 
the vote and the voting was as follows:

For (57)

Mrs A Allen, Mr M Angell, Mr M Balfour, Mr P Barrington-King, Mr P Bartlett, Mrs C 
Bell, Mrs R Binks, Mr R Bird, Mr A Bowles, Mr D Brazier, Miss S Carey, Mr P Carter, 
Mr I Chittenden, Ms K Constantine, Mr A Cook, Mr P Cooper, Mrs M Crabtree, Mr D 
Daley, Mr M Dance, Miss E Dawson, Mrs T Dean, Mr D Farrell, Mrs L Game, Mr R 
Gough, Ms S Hamilton, Mr P Harman, Mr M Hill, Mr T Hills, Mrs S Hohler, Mr S 
Holden, Mr P Homewood, Mr A Hook, Mr M Horwood, Mr E Hotson, Mrs L Hurst, Ida 
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Linfield, Mr R Long, Mr R Love, Ms D Marsh, Mr J McInroy, Mr P Messenger, Mr D 
Monk, Mr M Northey, Mr P Oakford, Mr D Pascoe, Mr M Payne, Mrs S Prendergast, 
Mr K Pugh, Miss C Rankin, Mr A Ridgers, Mr C Simkins, Dr L Sullivan, Mr B 
Sweetland, Mr I Thomas, Mr R Thomas, Mr M Whiting, Mr M Whybrow

Against (0), Abstained (0)

Substantive Motion Carried

(5)  RESOLVED that:

(a) This Council believes:

(i) That action needs to be taken to raise awareness of modern slavery and the fact 
that it is happening all over the UK.

(ii) That the current support for victims is not sufficient and needs to go beyond the 
45 days they are currently given by the government.

(iii) That councils have an important role to play in ensuring their contracts and 
supplies don’t contribute to modern day slavery and exploitation.

(b) This Council resolves:

(i) To adopt the following new Policy against Modern Slavery to ensure our 
commissioning practices don’t support slavery.

(c) The Policy – Kent County Council will - 

(i) Train its corporate commissioning team to understand modern slavery through the 
Chartered Institute of Procurement and Supply’s (CIPS) online course on Ethical 
Procurement and Supply.

(ii) Require its suppliers in all new tender invitations and future contracts to comply 
fully with the Modern Slavery Act 2015, wherever it applies, with contract 
termination as a potential sanction for non-compliance.

(iii) Challenge any abnormally low-cost tenders to ensure they do not rely upon the 
potential contractor practising modern slavery.

(iv)Highlight to its suppliers in all new tender invitations and future contracts that 
contracted workers are free to join a trade union and are not to be treated unfairly 
for belonging to one.

(v) Publicise its whistle-blowing system for staff to blow the whistle on any suspected 
examples of modern slavery.

(vi)Require its suppliers in all new tender invitations and future contracts to adopt a 
whistle-blowing policy which enables their staff to blow the whistle on any 
suspected examples of modern slavery.
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(vii) Review its contractual spending regularly to identify any potential issues with 
modern slavery.

(viii) Highlight for its suppliers any risks identified concerning modern slavery and 
refer them to the relevant agencies to be addressed.

(ix)Refer for investigation via the National Crime Agency’s national referral 
mechanism any of its contractors identified as a cause for concern regarding 
modern slavery.

(x) Report publicly on the implementation of this policy annually.

131. Reducing plastic use in Kent

(1)  Mr Hook moved and Ida Linfield seconded the following motion:

“This Council notes:
 

(a) That plastic waste is a major global environmental problem, especially 
affecting communities like Kent where the sea and coastline are 
important; and

(b) The national campaign for Plastic Free Communities, in which 
communities commit to a reduction of single use or disposable plastics.

(c) The County Council warmly congratulates the first two Kent towns to be 
awarded Plastic Free Town status, namely Whitstable and Faversham, 
and notes that essential to this status being awarded was action by local 
councils, businesses and public and private sector organisations to 
identify and reduce their plastic use. The County Council fully supports the 
many other Kent towns and villages who are currently working towards 
this status.

(d) The County Council, bearing in mind its position as one of the largest and 
most high-profile organisations in Kent, resolves to show leadership on 
this issue and request the Cabinet Member for Planning, Highways, 
Transport and Waste to:

a) Ask Directors to arrange for plastic use in the Directorate to be reviewed 
and reduced, and to report back to the County Council on this effort;

b) Invite all KCC members, staff and service users wherever possible to 
suggest ways in which the County Council's plastic use can be reduced; and

c) Publicise the efforts made by the County Council to encourage both 
organisations and individuals in Kent to reduce their plastic use.”

(2) Mr Cooper proposed and Mr Hotson seconded the following amendment:

(a) That plastic all types of waste is present a major global environmental 
problem, especially affecting communities like Kent, the Garden of 
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England, where the sea, and coastline and countryside are important; 
and

(b) The national campaign for Plastic Free Communities, in which 
communities commit to a reduction of single use or disposable 
plastics, as well as Keep Britain Tidy’s campaign to end waste and 
educate future generations. 

(c) That these large amounts of waste decimate communities, create 
huge environmental issues and present a huge cost to the tax-payer.

(d) The County Council warmly congratulates the first two Kent towns to be 
awarded Plastic Free Town status, namely Whitstable and Faversham, 
and notes that essential to this status being awarded was action by local 
councils, businesses and public and private sector organisations to 
identify and reduce their plastic use.

(e) The County Council fully supports the many other Kent towns and villages 
who are currently working towards this status, and that this achievement 
will be the start of a greater drive for communities to reduce all types 
of waste.

(f) The County Council, bearing in mind its position as one of the largest and 
most high-profile organisations in Kent, resolves to continue to show 
leadership on this issue and request the Cabinet Member for Planning, 
Highways, Transport and Waste to:

 
a) Ask Directors to arrange for plastic use in the Directorate to be reviewed 

and reduced, and to report back to the County Council on this effort; 
Congratulate Corporate Directors for arranging for the ongoing 
reduction of waste generation, particularly noting the drive to and the 
use of disposable plastics, and the ongoing effort to make the Council a 
paperless environment;

b) Invite all KCC members, staff and service users wherever possible to 
suggest ways in which the County Council's plastic use overall level of 
waste can be reduced;

c) Publicise the efforts made by the County Council to encourage both 
organisations and individuals in Kent to reduce their overall level of waste 
plastic use.

(3)  Mr Hook, as proposer of the original motion, with the support of his seconder 
agreed to accept the amendment.

(4)  Following the debate, the Chairman put the substantive motion set out in 
paragraph (7) above to the vote and the voting was as follows:

For (53)

Mrs A Allen, Mr M Angell, Mr M Balfour, Mr P Barrington-King, Mr P Bartlett, Mrs C 
Bell, Mrs R Binks, Mr R Bird, Mr D Brazier, Mr P Carter, Mr I Chittenden, Mr A Cook, 
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Mr P Cooper, Mrs M Crabtree, Mr D Daley, Mr M Dance, Miss E Dawson, Mrs T 
Dean, Mr D Farrell, Mrs L Game, Mr R Gough, Ms S Hamilton, Mr P Harman, Mr M 
Hill, Mr T Hills, Mrs S Hohler, Mr S Holden, Mr P Homewood, Mr A Hook, Mr M 
Horwood, Mr E Hotson, Mrs L Hurst, Ida Linfield, Mr R Long, Mr R Love, Ms D 
Marsh, Mr J McInroy, Mr P Messenger, Mr D Monk, Mr M Northey, Mr P Oakford, Mr 
D Pascoe, Mr M Payne, Mrs S Prendergast, Mr K Pugh, Miss C Rankin, Mr A 
Ridgers, Mr C Simkins, Dr L Sullivan, Mr I Thomas, Mr R Thomas, Mr M Whiting, Mr 
M Whybrow

Abstain (1)

Mr H Rayner

Against (0)

Substantive Motion Carried

(5) RESOLVED that:

a. That all types of waste present a major global environmental problem, 
especially affecting communities like Kent, the Garden of England, 
where the sea and coastline and countryside are important; and

b. The national campaign for Plastic Free Communities, in which 
communities commit to a reduction of single use or disposable 
plastics, as well as Keep Britain Tidy’s campaign to end waste and 
educate future generations. 

c. That these large amounts of waste decimate communities, create huge 
environmental issues and present a huge cost to the tax-payer.

d. The County Council warmly congratulates the first two Kent towns to be 
awarded Plastic Free Town status, namely Whitstable and Faversham, 
and notes that essential to this status being awarded was action by 
local councils, businesses and public and private sector organisations 
to identify and reduce their plastic use.

e. The County Council fully supports the many other Kent towns and 
villages who are currently working towards this status, and that this 
achievement will be the start of a greater drive for communities to 
reduce all types of waste.

f. The County Council, bearing in mind its position as one of the largest 
and most high-profile organisations in Kent, resolves to continue 
to show leadership on this issue and request the Cabinet Member for 
Planning,  Highways, Transport and Waste to:

 
a) Congratulate Corporate Directors for arranging for the ongoing reduction 

of waste generation, particularly noting the drive to and the use of disposable 
plastics, and the ongoing effort to make the Council a paperless environment;
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b) Invite all KCC members, staff and service users wherever possible to 
suggest ways in which the County Council's overall level of waste can be 
reduced;

c)   Publicise the efforts made by the County Council to encourage both 
organisations and individuals in Kent to reduce their overall level of waste.


