Item 5: Maternity Services at East Kent Hospitals University NHS Foundation Trust

By: Kay Goldsmith, Scrutiny Research Officer
To: Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee, 10 May 2023

Subject: East Kent Hospitals University NHS Foundation Trust - Maternity Services

Summary: This report invites the Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee to
consider the information provided by East Kent Hospitals University NHS
Foundation Trust (EKHUFT).

1) Introduction

a) In February 2023, HOSC were notified by EKHUFT that the Canterbury Christ
Church University (CCCU) had decided to withdraw its student midwives on
placement at William Harvey Hospital. Placements stopped on Friday 10
February 2023. Placements at QEQM Hospital remain in place.

b) Student midwives are additional to the core staffing rota therefore the Trust
were confident the service to women would not be affected.

C) The Committee has requested that the Trust attend today’s meeting to
provide an update on the situation and what action is being taken to address
the concerns raised.

2) Recommendation

RECOMMENDED that the Committee note the update and the Trust be invited to
return at an appropriate time.
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